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Harry Edison, Chairman of the Board and treasurer of 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc., died Friday, March 11, after a 
brief illness. He was one of the founders of our Company and 
was active in the business until his last day. Although he 
specialized for the most part in real estate and finance, he 
was a merchant in the full sense of the word. 

At the age of 32 he joined with his brothers Samuel B., 
Mark, Irving and Simon to found this Company on a new idea 
in retailing—elegant stores in high traffic locations, offering 
fashion shoes at one moderate price. The story of that idea 
is now almost a legend, as Harry Edison lived to see it grow 
into a 532 unit group of stores and leased departments, the 
nation’s largest ladies’ retail shoe store company. 

All of us in our Company, the shoe industry, the world 
of real estate and finance who had personal contact with him 
have a deep sense of loss. We will remember with appreciation 
his strength of character, his vision, his business acumen, his 
courageous, inspiring leadership and his gentle good humor. 
His confidence in the American economy and the opportuni- 
ties within it for our Company never wavered. Harry Edison 
served his community and his country, which he loved deeply, 
with a quiet devotion. His philanthropies, too, stand as lasting 


tributes to his generous nature. 














